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Instrumentation

SATB Chorus
Piano

Performance Notes
Performance time: approximately 6 minutes 15 seconds
Program Notes

Clear the Track (2017) was written for the 35" anniversary of the founding of the Lexington Pops Chorus and
the 70" birthday of its current and founding music director, Robert A. Lague.

In the 1840s the Hutchinson family of New Hampshire formed a traveling singing group that became very
popular with both audiences and critics. Calling themselves the Hutchinson Family Singers, their music
emphasized themes of women’s rights and abolitionism among others. Jesse, one of the brothers, left the
group so that he could write more songs on these themes, which were frequently sung to existing tunes. Clear
the Track (also know as Get Off the Track!), written by Jesse in 1844, became one of their most successful. It
was sung to the tune of Dan Emmett’s popular Old Dan Tucker. Versions of this can be heard on YouTube.

The text consists of a number of stanzas with an accompanying chorus (or refrain). I felt that the piece would
be more interesting if each stanza were set differently to add more variety and excitement, rather than using
the same music for each stanza and chorus. My setting uses a syncopated propulsive rhythm in the bass that
unifies the work while mimicking the relentless forward motion of the train.

John M. Tarrh
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Hear the migh-ty car wheels hum-ming! Now look out! The en-gine's com-ing! Church and states-men! Hear the thun- der!
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