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Performance Notes 
 
Performance time:  approximately 8 minutes 
 

Program Notes 
 
Eulogy (2018) was composed for the 50th anniversary of the death of Martin Luther King, Jr.  On February 4, 
1968, Dr. King preached his final sermon at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, two months before he 
was assassinated on April 4th.  His sermon, titled “The Drum Major Instinct,” focused on the natural desire of 
people to be first, to lead the parade.  At the end of this sermon, Dr. King gave his own eulogy, telling the 
congregation what he would want said at his funeral.  A recording of the eulogy portion of his sermon was 
played at his private funeral on April 9th at Ebenezer Baptist Church.  Eulogy is my musical setting for soprano 
and string trio of this portion of Dr. King’s sermon. 
 
Dr. King’s public funeral was held later in the day on April 9th at Morehouse College, where he had gone to 
school.  Eight pieces of music were played at this funeral, ranging from well known, favorite hymns (such as 
We Shall Overcome, O God, Our Help in Ages Past, Balm in Gilead, Precious Lord, Take My Hand, and the 
Morehouse College Hymn) to spirituals (Ain’t Got Time to Die) to classical music (Dupré’s Cortège and the 
Largo from Dvořák’s New World Symphony).  The instrumental introduction for Eulogy contains excerpts 
from all of these works, with each instrument playing a different melody at the same time.  
 
Towards the end of his eulogy, Dr. King quotes the words to a song written in 1945 by Alma Bazel Androzzo 
(If I Can Help Somebody) that was popularized by gospel singer Mahalia Jackson.  My setting of this text is 
very different from the various versions of Alma Androzzo’s that can be found online. 
 
I have adhered strictly to the text of Dr. King’s sermon.  A recording of “The Drum Major Instinct” sermon as 
delivered by Dr. King is available in its entirety on YouTube. 
 
I would like to gratefully acknowledge the wonderful collaborative process that took place during this work’s 
creation.  As the piece was being developed, I received active participation and feedback from the premier 
performers:  Alexandra Whitfield/soprano, Elizabeth Whitfield/violin, Lisa Kempskie/viola, and Jane 
Sheena/cello.  Their thoughtful and musically insightful comments significantly strengthened our final result. 

 
John M. Tarrh 
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