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Instrumentation

Flute (doubles on Piccolo)

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Percussion (crash cymbals, suspended cymbal, triangle, xylophone)
Narrator (male or female)

Violins I

Violins II

Violas

Violoncellos

Contrabass
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Performance Notes

Performance time: approximately 24 minutes.

Instrumentation: Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile exists in three arrangements for narrator and solo piano, chamber orchestra, or
full orchestra. The chamber orchestra instrumentation is the same as that used by Aaron Copland for his original
version of Appalachian Spring, except Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile adds a narrator and requires one percussionist rather than a
pianist. The number of string players in the chamber orchestra may be increased to 8.8.6.4.2 at the discretion of the
conductor.

This score is a transposing score.
Program Notes

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile (2009) is a musical setting of one of my favorite books. (LYLE, LYLE, CROCODILE by Bernard
Waber. Copyright © 1965 by Bernard Waber. Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company. All rights reserved.) I read the book many times to my three sons when they were very young. Itis a
terrific story that deals with the issue of prejudice, among other things. Lyle, a big green crocodile, is not wanted in the
neighborhood. He frightens a neighbor’s cat because of his size and unusual appearance, which immediately sets the
cat’s owner, Mr. Grumps, against Lyle. It becomes apparent that the only way Lyle can succeed with Mr. Grumps is
through an act of heroism or some such extraordinary display. Fortunately Lyle triumphs, but only after a series of
serendipitous circumstances and harrowing adventures.

Every major character has a musical theme prompted by their personality. Lyle the crocodile is friendly, helpful,
athletic, and talented. Loretta the cat is nervous, distrustful, excitable, and easily frightened. Her owner Mr. Grumps is
a department store executive who is excitable, snappy, and irritable. Lyle’s old friend Hector P. Valenti, star of stage
and screen, is a show off. Even the house on East gg™h Street, where Lyle lives, has a musical theme. The house is one
of a symmetrical row of brownstones, much like those in Boston’s South End neighborhood.

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile was originally written for piano and narrator. It was suggested to me by my friend and former
business colleague Dr. Daniel Goodman who, in addition to being a Ph.D. scientist, is a talented pianist who has staged
many solo concerts at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology over the years. A father of youngsters himself, he
delights in performing narrated works that appeal to children (as well as adults) such as Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf
and Poulenc’s The Story of Babar. Dan is also a very creative and imaginative musician. I must acknowledge his
many excellent suggestions that influenced this work as it progressed, in addition to thanking him for suggesting such a
piece in the first place.

John M. Tarrh
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and no amount of coaxing would bring her down.

4

=1
—
s

e
Loretta was so
surprised and so
shaken, she fled
to the nearest tree

]

T

1o

—
nf
m;
nf
y /ML
=

L 3

%

ey
A4
s
T r
ANA"4
A4
b A
7
 fan Y
&)
| 1724
1 ILY

a

Picc.
Cl

Nar.
Vin. I
Vin. I
Vla.
Ve.
CL
Bsn.
Nar.
Vin. I
Vla.



be

eEe

be

b

Ld ot
I

P I’f

Flute
> o

= —
T

o@D

~
P g
— -

L

b ey Sepe

Lo

s o
2o
-

o

oy

g

—
ior_J

G U@ g

g L@

~

L&

T

P

D@5 g

88

~
- ]
oW E

Adagio, D
s v

)
)

to rescue and comfort her, would

she consider coming down.

< ¥

E ToFl

——
— —|

bas, ey Lrefeele £
bipy bEgy Feotraiald

mf ———— | ff
—————— S NotuntilMr Grumps arrived
—_—

S

——— |\

s
[
b A
5
0
I Fan}

<P

{
1021
115

10
Picc.
Bsn.

Vin. I

Vin. I

i

T
sl 1Y

g

P®r e

r
-
o
2
-

o

.
-

)

)T ]
)

ldrT ]
)

oy ]

==

-

j—

—
1 K

=

r ]

j—

r ]

j—

—

-
s

oie @

-

o

i
o

—
oles
mf
-
mf
o

-
mp

-b o
mf
mp

[ ==
mf

'b =i
mf

st )

™

|

r
o’

o
o’

-
r

L~ —,be

P
Vil

be
be

pd i i
——

PP e
-

ool 5

_
S
e

—~

o
o

~———

I _EFs
oo

.

—

0

P T TN
P/:P‘P PPN
pettr e,

be
be

| A - 5

#Fl’fbo W
e

e
F
e

-

Pou

g &
]
1

A

he o, 2 EEEE

mp
mf
mp
Phe o5 =
mf

N

2
y i

{
NS

{7y
vy

e ()
7
{7y
&
15

N

FL
CL
Nar.
Vin. 1
Vin. I
Vla.
Ve.
Cb.



.
i

~

| piERNIE T [t A i o | “
~ Luﬂ\ ~ ~y \\# 97 Lutv\ aay =8 M a N Lw.f
g Al 5 v e [YNRRA o M al .| [1
KN m el [YaNg -4 H e o A M N 5 N . Lﬂv\ e "}
mﬂ “ J ﬁ ﬁ i e >m,t|f\ >Mﬂ\ .nm M >MN» >MM\\ >mmuv\ .nw wa
NI SOl CHHH Y v : PO 1 il
b i sl I £ CUI S i il
a3 h A Sa R \Si a3 i IS il N g . N N i N
|nvr\\ \”\\ N\\M. A@ N L M i MT ﬁ BN A\MW
N il N X n Il Al i 2 N I H |
1 I Y 1 3 &mv g i o . I
Al 1 il Ay Uy I 44 I [YAE, (il m N ™ o
= = = — ALWT AL n = A " 3 » N
B Y B 1 - Il =
. : . e [ I (o I 5 ARSI oy
Y M T gill ) || 5 oull Wl ER I L i S
.2 ? = s s g s 3 s 4
I |IvE M in & e < ; s U L i
ﬂ:. m 7T mi R
K i
i ol | f
B mmv i I h
QL H s L] H ey ([T e ‘. ww
b v =P.- ET v =P.- =P- ' 8 N N
i Nl e e, :
H-v [l v __W" , \ i L 1
I B : BEb.
rt ac SO JO 1 LN .v - Iy
e e e hi
[ WJ Eov ol J T Eov Eov mM\ il
» L 111\ ] ] |3 [
Yohd )N ks kS sl e il
(1 L) I I - B 1l
N I i I I L1 I o
\Av N K ol TITe ~ x o«
o .M” ik 0 || Hm T . . o Ly
Eﬁu- 1] =u e [ [ o e SHI e -4 i
L, k] N k] k) x| N x| x|
o e) ok IR 0 (i I \
i i A e i
T2 i ( LNV e L LNV A.quv
e T e | il v | |
ii: [1] 11 ’ _lwﬁ ’
witl A& al S-S Yo s
1 1 8 |
H [ Ya ! % ol AN )] N )| 3
u .\; ,Mu T .\\u .\; i \JL - B o \ r i
N \M\\ H“ _”_H“- \M\\ \M\\ ] L1
gt (I ”Hm_ Sl T ”Hm_ Um_ .m.w‘v | il m‘v _MW I
o ¥ co N
NS S o) (P TNl . < B s DN WL @, N D N >
= @ Z = 5 = W = 4 3] // = o g = 5 W W N s @)



@

120

For the next several days Mrs. Primm
thought it best to keep Lyle close to
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stormed Mr. Grumps. Now Mr. Grumps was really furious. Now he knew he would be snappy, irritable and
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impossible to live with when he returned to his job in a big department store the following day.
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Together they fussed about the kitchen, preparing

good things for the family to eat.
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There was much to see in the big city . .
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each other once more, although
Lyle remembered unhappily

his days of traveling and
performing with Signor Valenti.
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“Excuse me,” she said to the lady at the information booth, “have
<

you seen a crocodile going past? He was wearing a red scarf.”
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In another part
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“Excuse me,” said Mrs. Primm to the sporting
goods salesman as she started to get anxious,

“have you by chance come across a crocodile?

His name is Lyle.

=i
Y

“Sorry, madam,” answered the salesman, “I have not come across

any crocodiles named Lyle today.”
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“No,” answered the lady. “T have no information

about a crocodile wearing a red scarf.”
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Whatever the man answered, Mrs. Primm never heard it, for his voice was lost in a chorus of other voices shouting,
“More, more!” Those voices belonged to the huge crowd of shoppers surrounding Hector P. Valenti and Lyle.

-
v
7%
p—
—"
nf

o AP

=

!

oL J

S
=5
o
[

o
e+

P iy
“ow

1
—

S
nf
==

—— -

=
-

o
=
v

o
o®? %o g

i

—

i

oo |
>

an
o)

T
H =

S S

L 2%e®

S

0

o)
i
D)
)
v 4

ANS%4

y i
{

)
1y
1103 J

L4
~—t

=

—_

Pt
mf

Nar.

Vin. I

Vin. IT

Vla.

Ve.

Cb.




F

be
ole &
r 1 H. r

=

-~

—

F

—

——
-
P

T

.

2e

—

-
——
-

T

ge

—

i

e

=

EL fei e

—

I

e

[ msr

<

—

T

pgee =
E L Erfeefer

v

T
r 3
v

Because they had an audience, and because Signor Valenti could not resist showing
off, he had persuaded Lyle to join him in a free performance of their old stage act.
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Several days later, the Primms gave a farewell party for Signor Valenti,

who was leaving to seek fortune and adventure in Australia. “Remember,”
said Mr. Grumps, speaking to Signor Valenti, “should you change your mind
about leaving, a job in my store will always be yours just for the asking.

We need people with your kind of talent and ability.
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Lyle moved back to the house on East 88th Street that very night.
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