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Performance Notes
Performance time: approximately 24:20.
Program Notes

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile (2009) is a musical setting of one of my favorite books. (LYLE, LYLE, CROCODILE by Bernard
Waber. Copyright © 1965 by Bernard Waber. Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company. All rights reserved.) I read the book many times to my three sons when they were very young. Itis a
terrific story that deals with the issue of prejudice, among other things. Lyle, a big green crocodile, is not wanted in the
neighborhood. He frightens a neighbor’s cat because of his size and unusual appearance, which immediately sets the
cat’s owner, Mr. Grumps, against Lyle. It becomes apparent that the only way Lyle can succeed with Mr. Grumps is
through an act of heroism or some such extraordinary display. Fortunately Lyle triumphs, but only after a series of
serendipitous circumstances and harrowing adventures.

Every major character has a musical theme prompted by their personality. Lyle the crocodile is friendly, helpful,
athletic, and talented. Loretta the cat is nervous, distrustful, excitable, and easily frightened. Her owner Mr. Grumps is
a department store executive who is excitable, snappy, and irritable. Lyle’s old friend Hector P. Valenti, star of stage
and screen, is a show off. Even the house on East 88" Street, where Lyle lives, has a musical theme. The house is one
of a symmetrical row of brownstones, much like those in Boston’s South End neighborhood.

The idea to compose a work for piano and narrator was suggested to me by my friend and former business colleague
Dr. Daniel Goodman who, in addition to being a Ph.D. scientist, is a talented pianist who has staged many solo concerts
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology over the years. A father of youngsters himself, he delights in performing
narrated works that appeal to children (as well as adults) such as Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf and Poulenc’s The
Story of Babar. Dan is also a very creative and imaginative musician. I must acknowledge his many excellent
suggestions that influenced this work as it progressed, in addition to thanking him for suggesting such a piece in the
first place.

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile is also available in versions for full orchestra or chamber orchestra and narrator. See
www.tarrh.com for details.

John M. Tarrh
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This 1s the house. The house on East 88th Street. Mr. and Mrs. Primm and their son Joshua live in the
house on East 88th Street. So does Lyle. Listen:
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That’s Lyle in the tub . . . Lyle the crocodile.
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Lyle was very happy living with the Primm family. He was especially happy when he was being useful . . .

like helping Joshua brush up on school work. But if Lyle was happy, he was making someone else unhappy;

perfectly miserable in fact. That someone else was Loretta, Mr. Grumps’ cat.
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Now that you’ve met Lyle and Loretta, there’s someone else I want to introduce.
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That was Mr. Grumps, who lived just two houses away from the Primms. Whenever Mr. Grumps’ cat caught
even the slightest glimpse of Lyle,
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Lyle wanted desperately to win Loretta over. He tried flashing his sweetest, most toothsome smile
at her to show how really friendly he was. But this only frightened the distrustful animal even more.
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In the end, Mr. Grumps, who was even more excitable than his cat, would burst from the house
shaking an angry fist at Lyle.
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To take his mind off his troubles with Loretta and Mr. Grumps, Lyle filled his days playing with Joshua
and his friends. He loved being “it.” He could skip double-dutch one hundred times without missing.
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It came as no particular surprise that Lyle could high-jump.
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But Loretta, who was just let out for an airing, was surprised by Lyle’s jumping.
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Not until Mr. Grumps arrived to rescue and comfort her, would she consider coming down.
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When the weather|permitted, they took lunch to the patk. They even took trips downtown.
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There was much tp see in the big city . .

just browsing around antique shqps. Lyle could spend hours watching building construction.
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One day Mrs. Primm and Lyle went shopping in a big department store. Unfortunately for everyone,
it turned out to be the very same store in which Mr. Grumps held an important position. And
unfortunately, they were to hear from Mr. Grumps all too soon. For it was his voice that suddenly
broke in over the loudspeaker to announce a sale in the pajama department.
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As they neared the pajama department, Lyle thought he heard a familiar voice. “Lyle, Lyle,” the voice
called out. Lyle recognized the voice all right . . . and the face as well. The voice belonged to Hector
P. Valenti, star of stage and screen.
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The two were delighted to see each other once more, although Lyle remembered unhappily

his days of traveling and performing with Signor Valenti.
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In another part of the store, Mrs. Primm searched for Lyle.
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Because they had an audience, and because [Signor Valgnti could not resist showing off, he had
persuaded|Lyle to join him in a free performance of thdir old stagg act.
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“More, more!” the surprised, but delighted shoppers called out, forgetting all about wanting or even
needing pajamas. Mrs. Primm caught up with them just in time to hear still another voice, charged
with fury, shout, “What is going on here?” This was Mr. Grumps. And when Mr. Grumps saw what

was really going on his face turned red, blue and purple with rage. “Madam,” he gasped, “we do not

permit crocodiles in this store you know. Remove him at once!! And you sir,” he said, pointing a
daggerlike finger at Signor Valenti, “you sir, are dismissed!!”
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“Something will have to be done about that crocodile.” Those warning words of Mr. Grumps still
rang in their ears as they said goodbye to Signor Valenti outside the store.
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Mr. Grumps at last made good his threat to do something about “that crocodile.” The next day he
appeared at the Primms’ door with papers authorizing Lyle to be committed to the city zoo. “The
zoo!” Mrs. Primm exclaimed miserably, “whatever would Lyle be doing in the zoo?” “He’ll be
doing whatever it is normal crocodiles are supposed to be doing,” snapped Mr. Grumps who wasn’t
being at all nice about it. The Primms examined the papers. They appeared to be in order. There
was little they could do, at least for the moment, to prevent Mr. Grumps from putting Lyle in the zoo.
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Lyle’s first night was difficult indeed.
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Not wanting to seem unsociable, he decided to join the other crocodiles who were cozily piled together.
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Lyle’s restlessness so annoyed the other crocodiles, they all just got up and stomped off in a huff.
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during the day, when visitors came.
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He amused everyone with his unusual(tricks and before lgng was the biggest| attraction at the zoo.
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One night a new keeper appgared at Lyle’s cage.

question. He tried putting on a brave front, but Mrs|Primm knew very well he was
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Surprise! Surprise! The new keeper turned out to be none other than Hector P. Valenti, star of stage
and screen.
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“Sh!” whispered Signor Valenti, “I have come to rescue you.”
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Signor Valenti unlocked the door of the cage and an astonished Lyle was set free.
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“You can’t go home again,” said Signor Valenti when they had put the zoo behind them. Signor Valenti
was bursting with ideas. “We’ll put our old act together again,” he said. “We’ll fly to Australia. They’ll
love us in Australia.” Lyle groaned. The very thought of never seeing the house on East 88th Street again
was grim indeed and too much for him to endure.



23

JHHV\\ T
4 % A
Ol ||
— L”
TN \—
Al o
L R\ A0S T
| 10NQ
‘MW ‘V‘ JXIX
et
VL)
N
\\\j@‘ SR\
1 AL )
% TNQL Mw
Il
—
s N
b= g S S
< {
NG

480

—F

Gl Gl
gl
M h
@ 4
o[y —3 1
@
L)
.HW.\‘
T e
M N &
.v\— &b
OO
~—— ———

Signor Valenti read his thoughts and decided Lyle should have one last look at the house on East 88th Street.
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Approaching the now sleeping street,
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A gasping, frightened Mr. Grumps and his cat were led to the safety of the street. Now the Primms and
the entire neighborhood were awake and witness to Lyle’s heroism. Mr. Grumps couldn’t thank him
enough. “Ladies and gentlemen,” said Mr. Grumps to the crowd of onlookers,
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Several days later, the Primms gave a farewell party for Signor Valenti, who was leaving to seek fortune
and adventure in Australia. “Remember,” said Mr. Grumps, speaking to Signor Valenti, “should you
change your mind about leaving, a job in my store will always be yours just for the asking. We need
people with your kind of talent and ability.”
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Everyone smiled happily . . . even Loretta.
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